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ABSTRACT: The rich photo-oxidation pathways and products of terrylenediimide
(TDI) with singlet oxygen (1O2) have been examined by powerful computational
approaches. Potential energy profiles and product fluorescence properties are
characterized. A variety of new products are unraveled and predicted to emit
fluorescence at both visible and near-infrared ranges, which could open the possibility
for interesting applications of using TDI as a fluorescence probe for the single-molecule
detection of 1O2 and designing multicolor photoconvertible fluorophores based on 1O2
oxidation.

■ INTRODUCTION

Terrylenediimide (TDI) (Scheme 1) and its imide derivatives
are superb polyaromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) colorants and
have attracted intense research interests as functional dyes1

widely used in various fields, such as photovoltaic devices,2

nanoreporters,3 biolabeling,4 and light-harvesting systems.5

They have been particularly successful for single-molecule
investigations due to high photostability and fluorescent
quantum yield.6,7 Meanwhile, the photo-oxidation of TDI by
single oxygen 1O2 has been utilized to develop a sensitive and
specific single-molecule method detecting 1O2.

8 In the single-
molecule imaging experiment of 1O2, the TiO2 film-coated slide
glass was irradiated with UV light (365 nm) and underwent
photocatalytic reactions to generate airborne 1O2 molecules,
which reacted with TDI, leading to the cycloaddition product,
TDI diepoxide, with bright fluorescent spots emerging at 600
nm, ∼70 nm blue shift of the parent TDI. Assuming that a
single TDI molecule is oxidized by a single 1O2 molecule to
form a TDI diepoxide, the number of 1O2 could then be
directly count using the signal of fluorescence spots of TDI
diepoxide.
The TDI molecule is composed of three naphthalene units

linked in the peri position (Scheme 1). In principal, the three
naphthalene units are equally reactive when subject to the 1O2
attack, and multiple fluorescent oxidation products are
expected. Interestingly, the existence of other products has
been indicated, where another product of TDI reacting with
1O2 was observed with fluorescence at shorter wavelength (in
the range of 510 to 570 nm), but the identity of this product
remains unknown.9 Several different green emissive photo-
products were recently reported for similar oxidizing reaction of
TDI during photobleaching.10 So far, knowledge about the
photo-oxidation pathways and products of TDI by 1O2 is rather

limited, whereas this information is essential for the
applications of TDI as a fluorescence sensor and probe.
Herein we address this issue from a theoretical perspective.

By the use of density functional theory to unravel accessible
reaction pathways and time-dependent DFT to optimize
excited-state geometry as well as characterize product
fluorescence properties, we show that multiple channels are
expected for the oxidation of TDI by 1O2, leading to a rich
variety of fluorescence products, including three products
fluorescing at visible range (red and green) and two other
products fluorescing at near-infrared range. These findings
provide illuminations for rational design of photoconvertible
fluorophores based on 1O2 oxidation reactions and also point to
new methods of using TDI as a fluorescence probe for the
detection of 1O2, not only in the visible range but also in the
near-infrared range.

■ THEORETICAL METHODS
The reaction pathways were located using the Gaussian 0911

package with restricted B3LYP/6-31G* for all closed-shell
species12 and unrestricted (U)B3LYP/6-31G* calculations
within the broken symmetry (BS) approach for open-shell
diradical species.13,14 The harmonic frequency analysis was
performed to identify the stationary point as either local
minima (reactant, products, and intermediates) or first-order
saddle points (transition states) and to extract zero-point
vibrational energy corrections. Connections of the transition
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states between two local minima have been confirmed by
intrinsic reaction coordinate (IRC) calculations at the same
level. DFT within the broken symmetry (BS) is an appropriate
quantum-chemical approach both in computational efficiency
and in a balanced treatment of closed-shell and diradical
species.15 To further refine the energy and eliminate the spin
contamination error, we used the approximate spin-projection
(AP) method to calculate the spin-projected energies.15,16

Density functional theory (using the B3LYP functional) has
been shown to perform exceedingly well in studies involving
biradicals,17,18 which has also been successfully applied to study
the reactions of 1O2.

14 Other higher level methods such as a
complete active space (CAS)19,20 or multireference (MR)
methods21 cannot be applied for the current large system of
TDI (with three naphthalene units) reacting with 1O2 because
of the inefficiency of computation with increasing size of system
or number of active orbitals, especially to the potential energy
surfaces, which include numerous possible reaction pathways
and configurations for all resulting stationary points.
For all unraveled products, the peak wavelengths of the

emission and absorption spectra were calculated using the
Turbomol 6.0 program package.22 To obtain the most accurate
characteristics of fluorescence for molecules under investiga-
tion, it is necessary to use equilibrium geometries of the first
excited singlet electronic state (S1) because geometries of S1
and S0 states can be different.23 Therefore, the TD-DFT
methods with the B3LYP functional and the double-ζ quality
basis sets of def-SVP24 were applied to fully optimize the
excited-state (S1) equilibrium structures, from which the
emission wavelengths and oscillator strength were computed.
In all calculations, side chains irrelevant to the reaction, the
alkyl and phenyl groups of TDI, are substituted by hydrogen
atoms for the sake of computational efficiency.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Product Formation Pathways. In this study, we
investigated a large number of possible reaction pathways,
including both the single attack and multiple attacks of 1O2
molecules to TDI. The single attack of 1O2 molecules to TDI
occurs primarily and should dominate the product distributions.
So we focus our examination on the reaction pathways
involving a single reacting 1O2 molecule. The calculated
potential energy profiles are displayed in Figure 1. Basically,
the reaction is initiated by the formation of either an endo- or
exoperoxide, depending on the way of 1O2 addition to TDI.
Pathways 1 and 2 correspond to the endoperoxide reaction
channels, whereas Pathway 3 represents the exoperoxide
channels.

For Pathway 1, the attack of singlet oxygen to one of the two
outer naphthalene rings in TDI via the Diels−Alder [4 + 2]
cycloaddition leads to the first intermediate, TDI endoperoxide
IM1, via concerted transition state TS1 overcoming a barrier of
25.7 kcal mol−1. In agreement with previous studies on the
reaction of singlet oxygen with benzene25 and naphthalene,14

only the single-step concerted mechanism with the symmetric
transition-state structure to form endoperoxide is found for the
[4 + 2] cycloaddition of 1O2 to TDI. The endoperoxide IM1 is
unstable (15.5 kcal mol−1 above the reactant) and will undergo
successive reaction steps to form thermodynamically more
stable products. So the simple O−O bond (1.476 Å) fission of

Scheme 1. Molecular Structure of TDI (R = Alkyl or Phenyl) and the Oxygenated Adducts

Figure 1. Potential energy profiles of the TDI reaction with 1O2. All
energies (in kcal mol−1) given are relative to the reactants. Only the
structures of key intermediates and products are displayed. The
naphthalene units subject to 1O2 addition are labeled with blue balls.
Red balls represent oxygen atoms. See the Supporting Information for
the detailed structures of each stationary point.
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endoperoxide occurs via TS2 with the O−O bond length of
2.278 Å (shown in Figure S1), leading to the second
intermediate IM2. According to the Mulliken atomic spin
density analysis, IM2 is of a diradical character, with spin
densities mainly localized on the endoperoxide O1 and O2
atoms, and the O−O bond length is 2.967 Å, as shown in
Figure 2 and Figure S1. The diradical feature makes IM2 highly

reactive and rearranges easily via ring-closure to the end
product, diepoxide P1, as manifested by its low barrier of 2.5
kcal mol−1 (from IM2 to TS3). The diepoxide P1 lies 22.1 kcal
mol−1 below the reactants, indicating that this product pathway
is thermodynamically favorable. The rate-limiting barrier (25.7
kcal mol−1) for P1 formation pathway is comparable and in line
with those obtained for similar reactions of polyaromatic
hydrocarbons with 1O2,

25 while it is well recognized that
polyaromatic hydrocarbons react readily with 1O2. It is
anticipated that the formation of diepoxide P1 could occur
under the standard-temperature conditions. Indeed, this
product has been observed and identified in the single-molecule
1O2 imaging experiment.8

Analogous to Pathway 1, Pathway 2 occurs also through the
[4 + 2] cycloaddition. Here 1O2 is added to the central
naphthalene ring of TDI, forming the midendoperoxide IM3
with a barrier of 22.2 kcal mol−1. Subsequently, the homolytic
rupture of the O−O bond (1.474 Å) of midendoperoxide IM3
forms the intermediate IM4. IM4 is also a diradical, featured by
the localization of spin densities on the midendoperoxide O3
and O4 atoms (Figure 2) with the O−O bond length of 2.698
Å (Figure S1). Thus, the highly reactive intermediate IM4 is
followed by a facile low barrier rearrangement to the stable end
product, mid-diepoxide P2. The product P2 lies 23.0 kcal mol−1

below the reactants and is thermodynamically as stable as the
product P1.
In competition with the endoperoxide Pathways 1 and 2,

there exists also an exoperoxide Pathway 3. As shown in Figure
1, the addition of 1O2 to the carbon atoms of two neighboring
naphthalene units in TDI overcomes a barrier of 21.6 kcal
mol−1, leading to the exoperoxide P3. Unlike the endoperoxides
in Pathways 1 and 2 that are unstable intermediates, the
exoperoxide P3 formed in Pathway 3 is isoenergetic with the
reactant (only 1.8 kcal mol−1 above the reactant) and can be
regarded as a relatively stable primary product. This result
explains the observation that a similar exoperoxide product was
identified as the main photo-oxidation product of a single
terrylene molecule by 1O2 doped in the p-terphenyl crystal.26

All carbon atoms in TDI are in one plane and the π-
conjugation is delocalized along the carbon skeleton of TDI.

The addition of 1O2 molecules to TDI will change the planar
structure and the degree of π-conjugation. The structures of
TS1 in pathway 1, TS4 in pathway 2, and TS7 in pathway 3 are
shown in Figure S2. After 1O2 addition, the two carbon atoms
(C1, C2) of the naphthalene ring are pushed to the outside of
the carbon skeleton plane for TS1 and TS4, whereas TS7 still
maintains the planar carbon skeleton. For TS1 and TS4, the
planar structure distortion brought by 1O2 attack is larger than
that for TS7. Therefore, the barrier height of TS7 in pathway 3
is the lowest. As for TS1 and TS4, although both distorted, the
symmetry of TS4 is better than TS1, which might be the reason
that the energy of TS4 is a bit lower than TS1.
Starting from the exoperoxide P3, two successive channels

leading to thermodynamically more stable products could occur
(Figure 1). One is the homolytic cleavage of the peroxidic bond
and rearrangement to the diepoxide product. Unlike the case in
endoperoxide, the O−O bond fission of the exoperoxide P3
takes place asymmetrically due to the naphthalene ring
distortion, forming the asymmetrical diepoxide product P4
(O5 bonding with C1 and C2, O6 bonding with C3 and C8).
Another successive channel occurs through two hydrogen-
transfer steps (from C2 to C1 and from C3 to C4), leading to
the more stable carbonyl compound P5, with a formation heat
of 48.9 kcal mol−1. The hydrogen transfer allows the transition
of the carbon atoms (C2 and C3) from sp3 hybridization to sp2

characteristics, which makes the planar structure of the carbon
skeleton recovered for P5. P5 exhibits significantly more
stability than P3 and falls around the global minimum of the
potential energy surface.
Overall, these thermodynamically favorable pathways of TDI

with 1O2 are anticipated to yield five stable products. In
addition to the diepoxide P1 that has been experimentally
identified,8 four other new products are predicted, that is, mid-
diepoxide P2, exoperoxide P3, asymmetrical diepoxide P4, and
carbonyl product P5. Are these products fluorescent? We
performed further calculations. The geometries of the
electronically excited states were fully optimized without any
constraints using TD-DFT method at the B3LYP/def-SVP
level, and the fluorescence optical transition energies were
calculated. The obtained peak fluorescence wavelength and the
oscillator strength are listed in Table 1 and compared with
experimental fluorescence spectra if available.

Red and Green Emissive Products. The diepoxide P1
was the fluorescent product identified in the single-molecule
imaging experiment, where TDI was used as a probe to detect
the airborne 1O2 molecule diffused from the surface of TiO2
nanoparticles.8 After UV irradiation of the sample for 5 min,
bright fluorescent spots of the products was observed to arise
quickly. For the bright spots that emerged the fluorescence
spectra exhibited a peak wavelength at ∼600 nm, with a strong

Figure 2. Calculated geometric structures (upper) and spin density
distribution (lower) for the two diradical intermediates IM2 and IM4.
The blue contour represents the spin up density, while the green
contour represents the spin down density. The surface isovalue used is
0.005 au.

Table 1. Product Fluorescence Peak Wavelength (λ) and
Oscillator Strengths ( f) obtained at the TD-B3LYP/def-SVP
Level, Compared with Experimental Values if Available

product λ (nm) f experiment8,9 (nm)

P1 596 0.88 ∼600
P2 512 0.91 ∼510−570a

P3 491 0.46 b

P4 824 0.64 b

P5 1590 0.33 b

aExact value was not reported. bNot detected.
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fluorescence intensity and ∼70 nm blue shift relative to the
parent TDI. This fluorescent product was assigned to TDI
diepoxide8 according to the calculated absorption wavelength at
the TD-B3LYP/3-21G* level, which showed a blue-shift
tendency of the fluorescence spectra due to the formation of
the TDI diepoxide. Here this assignment can be further
supported by the calculations (at the higher level of TD-
B3LYP/def-SVP) for the emission wavelength of all relevant
species, which can be compared directly with experimental
observations. As shown in Table 1, the calculated emission
wavelength of TDI diepoxide is 596 nm, with large oscillator
strength of 0.88, indicating a strong fluorescence at 596 nm for
this product. The calculated results are in excellent agreement
with the experimentally observed bright fluorescence centered
at ∼600 nm, confirming the identification of the diepoxide P1
as one of the major fluorescent products from the reaction of
TDI with 1O2. Furthermore, the agreement with the
experimental observation demonstrates that the current level
of calculations can provide accurate theoretical predictions for
fluorescence properties. The following predictions of new
fluorescent products are based on this comparison for the
known product diepoxide P1 first.
The second predicted major fluorescent product is the mid-

diepoxide P2, generated from Pathway 2. Pathway 2 proceeds
through similar steps to those of Pathway 1, except that 1O2 is
added to the central naphthalene ring of TDI. The overall
barrier of the mid-diepoxide P2 formation along Pathway 2 is
equivalent to those of the diepoxide P1 along Pathway 1.
Therefore, it is anticipated that the mid-diepoxide P2 is also
one of the major products and should be detected in the
experiment, as has been done for the diepoxide P1.8 According
to our TD-DFT calculations (Table 1), the emission wave-
length of mid-diepoxide P2 is 512 nm, with a oscillator strength
of 0.91, which is even larger than that of the diepoxide P1. So it
is predicted that the mid-diepoxide P2 is also brightly
fluorescent with the peak wavelength at 512 nm.
This product fluoresces at much shorter wavelength (∼160

nm blue-shifted) relative to the parent TDI, shifting out of the
resonance when the fluorescence was probed upon 532 nm
laser excitation and thus was not detected,8 but with shorter
wavelength laser excitation at 488 nm, a fluorescent product of
TDI reacting with 1O2 was observed, with the emission
emerging in the range of 510 to 570 nm.9 The exact peak
wavelength of the fluorescence was not given, and it was
proposed that the new product was probably ascribed to the
multiple attacks of 1O2 molecules to TDI diepoxide.
According to our calculations, the yield of the mid-diepoxide

P2 should be as important as that of the diepoxide P1,
produced together with P1 as one of the major single attack
products of TDI with 1O2. In addition, P2 is predicted to
brightly emit fluorescence at 512 nm. So the mid-diepoxide P2
is also a strong candidate to account for the unidentified
product with fluorescence at shorter wavelength (510 to 570
nm) upon 488 nm excitation. Further experiments are highly
desirable to examine in detail the fluorescence spectra for this
predicted new product, the mid-diepoxide P2. Promisingly, we
anticipate strong fluorescence to emerge at ∼512 nm and can
be detected in future experiments. Here the fluorescence
intensity is predicted mainly by the calculated oscillator
strength. The real fluorescence intensity (the quantum yield)
should also be affected by the kinetic competition between the
radiative deactivation channel and nonradiative deactivation
channels, which is out of the scope of current theoretical

studies; however, the bright fluorescence feature of the
diepoxide product P1 has been demonstrated in experiments8

and our predictions for P1 coincide with experiments.
Presumably, the analogous product P2 (mid-diepoxide)
behaves similarly given that its fluorescence oscillator strength
is even larger. We also calculated the vertical S0-S1 transition
energies and obtained the maximum absorption wavelengths
(Table S1), which is 456 nm for P2. This provides a basis for
choosing an appropriate excitation wavelength in future
fluorescence detection experiments.
Possibilities of the multiple attacks of 1O2 to diepoxide P1

have also been explored (see Supporting Information). Among
the possible multiple attack products (Table S2), four products
P6 (547 nm), P7 (553 nm), P13 (509 nm), and P14 (506 nm),
are expected to be fluorescent around the range of 510 to 570
nm. We calculated the potential energy profiles for the multiple
attack reactions forming these four products (Figure 3). P6 and

P7 are formed when the second singlet oxygen is added to the
same naphthalene unit of the diepoxide P1, but the reaction
pathways for P6 or P7 encounter overall barriers of 47.0 or 53.2
kcal mol−1, respectively (Figure 3), much higher than those of
the single attack pathways (Figure 1), and thus should be more
difficult to occur. This is understandable considering the extra
structural distortion brought by the addition of the second
singlet oxygen to the same naphthalene unit, whereas for P13
and P14, the products formed when the second singlet oxygen
is added to another naphthalene unit of the diepoxide P1
(Figure 3), the reaction pathways only involve overall barriers

Figure 3. Potential energy profiles for the formation of 1O2 multiple
attack product P6, P7, P13, and P14 resulted from the second singlet
oxygen being added to the primary product diepoxide P1. All energies
(in kcal mol−1) given are relative to the reactants of P1 with 1O2.
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of 36.0 and 37.1 kcal mol−1, respectively, equivalent to those of
the single attack pathways (Figure 1). Therefore, the multiple
1O2 attack products P13 and P14 may also contribute to the
observed fluorescence at shorter wavelength range of 510 to
570 nm, supporting the previous postulation.9

Although energetically accessible, the formation of the
multiple attack products P13 and P14 should lag behind
those of the single attack products kinetically and thus happen
only after prolonged irradiation. Hopefully, for the possible
products contributing to the fluorescence range of 510 to 570
nm, the real time formation of the single attack product P2 can
be discerned from the multiple attack products P13 and P14, by
tracking the time course of on−off fluorescence events in future
single-molecule experiments.
In parallel to the formation of the two diepoxide products P1

and P2, the exoperoxide P3 is formed as a primary product,
isoenergetic with the reactant (Pathway 3 in Figure 1). The
barrier involved is 21.6 kcal mol−1, which is also energetically
accessible for standard-temperature conditions. The calculated
fluorescence peak wavelength for the exoperoxide P3 is 491 nm,
with oscillator strength of 0.46. So it is anticipated that the
exoperoxide P3 could be identified by probing fluorescence
spectra peaked at 491 nm upon appropriate shorter wavelength
excitation. The predicted absorption maximum for P3 is at 452
nm (Table S1).
Here several blue-shifted fluorescent oxidation products are

predicted for the reaction of TDI with singlet oxygen 1O2, with
fluorescence at 596, 512, and 491 nm for P1, P2, and P3,
respectively. These results can find analogue in a recent single-
molecule study,10 where several different green emissive
photoproducts due to photobleaching of TDI by ground-state
oxygen were observed, emitting fluorescence at 600, 575, and
527 nm in the polymer film, respectively. It was also pointed
out that the formation mechanisms and chemical structures of
these ground-state oxygen oxidation products should be similar
to those due to singlet oxygen, although with less conversion
efficiency for ground-state oxygen oxidation (∼5%).10 Such
analogous results corroborate our theoretical predictions.
Interestingly, both of our results and this recent experimental
study demonstrate that the oxidation of TDI by either ground-
state oxygen or singlet oxygen can both reduce molecular
conjugation degree and thus lead to green emissive photo-
products, providing new photoconvertible fluorophores with
green emission similar to the commonly used dyes of perylene
diimide (PDI) or perylene monoimide (PMI).10

The new pathways and product fluorescence properties
predicted here for TDI reacting with singlet oxygen can also
provide hints to understand photobleaching behavior of rylene
dyes by ambient ground-state oxygen. For example, in the TDI
photobleaching experiment10 intriguing behavior was also
observed for the significantly blue-shifted green photoproducts,
with significant variation in the extent of the blue shift over
time or the capability to switch back to the original TDI
emission spectrum. It was speculated that some TDI photo-
products with oxygen adducts in the bay area may be related to
these phenomena.10 Our results confirm this hypothesis.
According to the calculated potential energy profiles (Figure
1), Pathway 3 forming exoperoxide P3 corresponds to the
oxygen addition in the bay area of TDI. Indeed, P3 may have
chances to undergo reversible reaction due to its lower
formation heat and thermal stability among the three blue-
shifted oxidation products (P1, P2, and P3). Hence, the
reversible character for the exoperoxide P3 is expected, which

can cause large spectral fluctuations due to switch back to the
original TDI emission spectrum.10

Near-Infrared Emissive Products. On the contrary, as a
relatively stable primary product, the exoperoxide P3 is subject
to continuous laser irradiation, from which extra photon
energies can be absorbed to surmount subsequent high barriers
of Pathway 3 (Figure 1). So the successive formation of
thermodynamically more stable products of the asymmetrical
diepoxide P4 and the carbonyl product P5 can still occur. The
calculated fluorescence wavelength for P4 is 824 nm with
oscillator strength of 0.64 and that for P5 is 1590 nm with
oscillator strength of 0.33, both lying in the near-infrared region
with sufficiently strong fluorescence oscillator strength. This
prediction may point to interesting applications of using TDI as
a near-infrared (NIR) fluorescence probe for 1O2, by
monitoring the NIR fluorescence from the products of P4
and P5. It has been essential to develop NIR fluorescent probe
for its importance in understanding the biological functions of
1O2 and

1O2-related photodynamic therapy.27 Compared with
the products fluorescing at visible, the NIR fluorescent products
P4 and P5 may have several advantages serving as fluorophores,
including the improved penetration, minimized tissue damage,
and avoided influence of autofluorescence of NIR light in
biological systems. For these reasons, the current findings of
NIR fluorescent products P4 and P5 could render TDI
potentially attractive NIR fluorescent probes for detecting 1O2.
The appropriate wavelength for exciting the NIR fluorescence
can be chosen based on the calculated maximum absorption
(Table S1), which is 710 and 902 nm for P4 and P5
respectively. It should be noted that although NIR fluorescent
TDI oxidation product may be beneficial for in vivo
observation, TDI itself is water-insoluble and cannot be directly
applied to biological system, but promising strategies have been
developed to improve solubility of such type of rylene dyes.28

■ CONCLUSIONS

Our calculations have predicted five products from single 1O2
attack to TDI that are all fluorescent, including the known
product diepoxide P1 and four other new products of mid-
diepoxide P2, exoperoxide P3, asymmetrical diepoxide P4, and
carbonyl product P5. For the first major product diepoxide P1,
excellent agreement has been obtained between the calculated
fluorescence wavelength of 596 nm and the experimental
observation of 600 nm, demonstrating the accuracy of current
level of calculations and providing rationale for the spectral
identification in the single-molecule imaging experiment using
TDI as a 1O2 probe.

8 The second predicted major fluorescent
product is the mid-diepoxide P2, with a large fluorescence
oscillator strength at 512 nm. Although previously unidentified,
this single attack major product P2, due to its product yield as
important as that of P1, is very likely to contribute to the
observed fluorescence at shorter wavelength (510 to 570 nm)
upon 488 nm excitation, in addition to the previously
postulated multiple attack products.9

For the other three single attack products that was previously
unraveled, considerable fluorescence intensities are also
expected, which are emitting at 491 nm for the exoperoxide
P3, 824 nm for the asymmetrical diepoxide P4, and 1590 nm
for the carbonyl product P5, respectively. The latter two
products are probably suitable for developing NIR fluorescence
1O2 probe, which requires further experimental studies to
ascertain their fluorescence intensity and potential applications
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in living cells and tissues. Importantly, it shows here that the
oxidation of TDI by singlet oxygen can modify molecular
conjugation degree and thus lead to multicolor emissive
photoproducts, covering fluorophore spectral range from red
to green and NIR. The predictions of green emissive
photoproducts for 1O2 oxidizing TDI (512 and 491 nm) here
can find analog in a recent single-molecule study on the
photobleaching of TDI by ground-state oxygen,10and it appears
that the ground-state oxygen oxidation products are similar to
those due to singlet oxygen.10 Further experiments on 1O2
oxidizing TDI are certainly desirable to prove this scenario.
Altogether, the present findings provide mechanistic insights

into understanding the rich photo-oxidation pathways and
products of TDI by 1O2, along with detailed spectral data
(including both emission and absorption) that is valuable for
assist deciphering the complex single-molecule fluorescence
spectra. Such knowledge is essential for the application of TDI
as a fluorescence sensor and opens the possibility for interesting
new applications. The predicted new product pathways can also
stimulate rational design of photoconvertible fluorophores
based on TDI reaction with singlet oxygen. Hopefully, the
current theoretical work will arouse the experimental interests,
and further experiments could be performed to watch the
reaction of TDI with 1O2 at the level of single-molecule, from
which the product distributions and reaction kinetics can be
obtained.
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